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Diversity in 2V 
Last week our class read a book called All the Ways to Be Smart, written 
by Davina Bell. This book is a “joyful ode to all the unique and wonderful 
qualities that make children who they are”.

“Smart is not just ticks and crosses,  

smart is building boats from boxes.  

Painting patterns, wheeling wagons,  

being mermaids, riding dragons...”

It got us thinking in 2V about the 
different ways we are all smart, and 
how wonderful the diversity in our 
classroom is! 

May the God who created a world of 
diversity and vibrancy, 
go with us as we embrace life in all its 
fullness.

https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/
online-resources/prayer-index/prayers-for-diversity

Submitted by Karly Voigt

Upcoming Events
WEEK 7  
FRI 27 NOVEMBER 
• Year 2 Play day & Pizza night
• Assembly Sport Presentations 
 
WEEK 8

MON 30 NOVEMBER
• Year 3 Day Camp - Belair
• Class Carer Dinner

TUE 1 DECEMBER
• Year 5 Day Camp - Belair

WED 2 DECEMBER
• Year 4 Day Camp - Belair
• Reception Christmas Concert
• Year 6 Graduation Dinner

https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/prayers-for-diversity 
https://www.xavier.edu/jesuitresource/online-resources/prayer-index/prayers-for-diversity 


INSPIRE photos featured this week:

• Reception Gracey 

From the Principal
CONCERT AND ST PAUL SPECTACULAR
Just over a week ago, our students were treated 
to the grand premiere screening of the St Paul 
Lutheran School Concert, the St Paul Lutheran School 
Spectacular, and a special ‘Behind the Scenes’ film. Our 
specialist ‘popcorn’ team ensured that all classes felt 
a sense of celebration in the event and we had many 
positive reviews from the audiences.

All St Paul families will receive an email this week to 
access the full concert and Spectacular, as well as the 
complete ‘Behind the Scenes’ video. This is a password-
protected upload on Vimeo, and you are able to 
download these to save on your own devices. If you did 
not receive the email, or need support with this, please 
contact the school office.

THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS 
At this time of year, we are mindful of our volunteers, 
from parents and grandparents, to church and 
community volunteers who give so generously of their 
time to support the success of our students and our 
school. 
We thank you all for your commitment to us!

 
STAFFING NEWS 
Congratulations to Lucy Bakewell on her appointment 
to the role of classroom teacher for 2021. As a regular 
relief teacher at St Paul, Lucy knows our students 
well and has already been joining our staff for some 
planning meetings for 2021.

I am also pleased to announce the appointment of a 
School Counsellor for 2021. Alice Ward joins us from 
the Education Department in Victoria with a wealth 
of social work and counselling experience in schools. 
We look forward to having this specialised role in the 
school for 2021.

 
Leila Mattner| Principal 

Students celebrating birthdays 
this week 

Siena Fedojuk 
Tridib Biswas 
Kaleb Wilkins 

From the Deputy Principal
WEEK 7 AND 8 ASSEMBLY 
In Week 7 we will hold our annual Sport Presentation 
Assembly. Students who have represented the school 
on the sports field this year will be recognised for their 
achievements and representation.
In Week 8, we celebrate our annual Presentation 
Assembly. School Captains and Community Leaders for 
2021 will be announced and presented, the Magazine 
cover (front and back) will be revealed and other 
student groups such as SRC, Choir and Chapel Band 
will also be recognised. 

Both of these assemblies will be available to parents 
via Seesaw. It has been a different year for our 
assemblies and Chapel but we pray for a return to 
normality sooner rather than later. Thank you for your 
understanding and continuing to connect online with 
the students and teachers who spend so much time 
preparing and rehearsing for these events on a weekly 
basis.
STUDENT REPORTS 
End of Year reports will once again be available on the 
St Paul Parent Portal. This is the same process as the 
mid-year reports that were made available in the early 
part of Term 3. Student reports will be available to 
parents on Friday of Week 8, December 4. 

Reports will be in their usual format but printed copies 
will no longer be sent home. The St Paul Lutheran 
School App has a link to the portal. For ease of access, 
please make sure you have an updated version of the 
app on your phone or tablet. Later this term we will 
send home information to assist with this.

Jason Fay|Deputy Principal 



From the Wellbeing Leader
SPORTS DAY PHOTOS
A special thanks to Tania Pile from Photoplay Studios 
and our admin team staff; Jess Deer and Shenae Putz 
for capturing some amazing photos from our 2020 
Sports Day. The link and password for downloading 
your child/ren’s images can be found in the weekly 
INSPIRE email. The gallery expires on Sunday November 
22. Please contact someone from our office team if you 
require assistance. 

PE WEEK THANKS
A special thanks to Miss Karly Bartlett for her 
preparation and organisation of all the activities for 
PE Week last week. A special mention to the senior 
students who started and finished the week with their 
amazing health hustle.

STATIONERY FOR 2021
Please note that this year there will not be individual 
stationery/booklists sent home for 2021. The teachers 
will order bulk stationery for the class which will be 
used next year.

Carly Bergen|Wellbeing Leader

General News
 
PREMIERS READING CHALLENGE AWARDS
Students are receiving their Premiers Reading 
Challenge awards this week during library time as we 
celebrate with a ‘popcorn party’. The awards range from 
certificates given to our Reception students who have 
completed the challenge for the first time through to 
the Hall of Fame award for Seniors who have completed 
the challenge every year since they started school. 
Congratulations to all students who completed the 
challenge in 2020!

Wendy McLeod|Library Resource Manager

From Our Community Chaplain

BUILDING RESILIENCE IN CHILDREN (PT 2)
How can we build resilience in our children?  Last week 
we looked at Building Relationships with others, as one 
of the four areas identified by The Children’s Resilience 
Research Project. 

This time our focus is Building Independence.  So many 
times I see situations where children need a person 
close by, someone they feel safe with, and it is hard to 
let this safe physical and emotional connection go.  The 
relationship is important, but so is helping that child be 
brave and do scary things. 
 
This reminds me of when COVID changed the way our 
younger students were being dropped into school 
each morning earlier this year. No more classroom 
goodbyes, or hallway waves. Our students (and 
parents!) needed to be brave at this time, as a matter of 
necessity and at the same time as being hard, it helped 
build resilience. They did get through to the end of the 
day and they were able to cope with not having their 
most loved and trusted person with them right up to 
the last moment of drop off.

As a recap: When we talk about resilience, we’re talking 
about a child’s ability to cope with ups and downs, 
and bounce back from the challenges they experience 
during childhood. Building resilience helps children not 
only to deal with current difficulties that are a part of 
everyday life, but also to develop the basic skills and 
habits that will help them deal with challenges later in 
life, during adolescence and adulthood.
We know our children need to have it, but how do we 
actually build it? 

https://www.beyondblue.org.au/who-does-it-affect/children/building-resilience-in-children-aged-0-12
https://www.beyondblue.org.au/who-does-it-affect/children/building-resilience-in-children-aged-0-12


BUILDING INDEPENDENCE 
It’s important to remember that as parents, it’s natural 
for us to want to protect our children from negative 
experiences, but it’s important not to shield them 
completely from life’s challenges. Working through 
difficulties and problems – with adult support as 
required – will give your child a chance to learn about 
themselves, develop resilience, and grow as a person.

You could encourage your child to prepare their own 
school lunch or contribute to cooking the family meal – 
gradually increase the complexity of the tasks as your 
child builds their independence.
Some other ideas are:

• Talk to your child about Problem Solving
• Allow you child to make decisions
• Provide opportunities for Free Play
• Being bored is not necessarily bad
• Be a Role Model for your child

You can find more information and more detail on each 
of these ideas in the article. 
Next time – we look at Learning to Identify, Express and 
Manage Emotions. If anyone would like extra support 
at this time, please contact Louise Venning, Community 
Chaplain, at school or by email  lvenning@stpaulba.
sa.edu.au

School Ministry Worker News
OUR HOPEFULNESS TREE
What a year we are having. I naively assumed, possibly 
like some of you, that we were nearly there, that 
2020 was going to slide into a very busy, but smooth 
conclusion.

Even before this latest COVID spike, it was planned for 
us all to share our hopes and dreams as a community 
on our Hopefulness Tree, for we can all do with a bit 
more optimism. Many of our staff recently completed 
their Youth Mental Health First Aid, and our parent 
community were invited to hear an expert in this field 
speak - Vincent Riviera. He mentioned the dreaded 

pessimism word and how a higher rate of young people 
are feeling pessimistic.  

Our Hopefulness Tree is ready and hangs in the school 
courtyard near the stairs.  Students and staff are invited 
to contribute baubles.  Our original intention was for 
the entire community to participate, but due to current 
restrictions, we will instead keep our parent community 
updated on how our tree grows with positivity, hopes 
and dreams!

What are YOU looking forward to?

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing, so that by the power of the Holy Spirit you may 
abound in hope.

Romans 15:13

Louise Venning| School Ministry Worker.

https://healthyfamilies.beyondblue.org.au/healthy-homes/building-resilience
http://lvenning@stpaulba.sa.edu.au     
http://lvenning@stpaulba.sa.edu.au     


St Paul Lutheran School 
44 Audrey Avenue 
Blair Athol SA 5084 
Phone +61 8 8260 2655
admin@stpaulba.sa.edu.au 
stpaulba.sa.edu.au

OUR VISION:

PROUD MEMBER OF:

OUR VALUES:

God’s Word
2 Timothy 3:16-17

Acceptance
Romans 15:7

Excellence
1 Corinthians 10:31

Respect
Luke 6:31

Compassion
1 John 3:18

Hope
Titus 3:7

Community
2 Corinthians 13:13

Love
1 Corinthians 13:4-8a 

Church News
LCA COVID UPDATES
Regarding the current situation with COVID please keep abreast of any 
updates and changes from the Lutheran Church on our Facebook Page.

SPY – ST PAUL YOUTH
Sadly we have had to cancel our Friday night SPY for this  Friday 20 
November. We still hope to hold our final SPY for 2020. Please watch this 
space to be advised of any changes to the programmed event. Any queries, 
contact Nicole on 0412 686 342.

LCC APPEAL
Now more than ever, our community needs support.  For the month 
of November, Lutheran Community Care are seeking donations of dry 
noodles, dry pasta, pasta sauce and pillows. Donations can no longer be 
brought into the school. If you are able to, items can be directly taken to 
LCC at 309 Prospect Rd Blair Athol. Phone 8269 9300.  Please pray for the 
people who deliver the services and those who benefit from them. 

LUTHERAN COMMUNITY CARE CHRISTMAS HAMPERS 2020
If you would like to support the LCC and their Christmas Hampers for 
individuals and families in need at Christmas, the LCC Wish List includes 
items such as tinned food, pasta and rice, long life milks and juices and a 
number of other items as listed on their website  

Thank you for your support. 

GROW MINISTRIES VERSE OF THE WEEK 
Encourage one another and build each other up. 1 Thessalonians 5:11a 

A MEAL TIME PRAYER
For food and drink and happy days we offer up 

our thanks and praise. Amen.

https://www.facebook.com/stpaulba
https://www.lccare.org.au/how-you-can-help/fill-our-pantry/christmas-hampers/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lions Christmas Cakes 
and Puddings 

 
1.5kg Traditional Christmas Cake 

 

$17.00 
1 kg Traditional Christmas Cake 

 

$13.00 
Traditional Christmas Pudding  

 

$13.00 
 

Available from the office…(Eftpos Only) 
 


